THE 


Methodift Magazine, 
For JULY 1797. : 
SERMON VL. 

On James i. 4 


Let patience have its perfec? work, that ye may be perfedt 
and entire, wanting nothing. 


i, Y brethren, fays the apoftle in the preceding 
verfe, count it all yoy when ye fall into divers 
romptations. At firft view, this may appear a ftrange 


direction ; feeing moft temptations are, for the prefent, ° 
not joyous, but grievous. Neverthelefs, ye know by your 
own experience, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience: and if patience have its perfect work, ye /hall 
be perfe@ and entire, wanting nothing. 

2. It is not to any patticular perfon or church, that 
the apoftle gives this inftruction; but to all who are 
partakers of like precious faith, and are feeking after 
that common falvation. For as long as any of us are 
upon earth, we are in the region of temptation. He, 
who came into the world to fave his people from their 
fins, did not come to fave them from temptation. He 
himfelf knew no fin ; yet while he was in this vale of 
tears, he fuffered, being tempted: and herein alfo left us 
an example, that we fhould tread in his fleps. We are 
liable to a thoufand temptations, from the corruptible 
body varioufly affecting the foul. The foul itfelf, en- 
compaffed as it is with infirmities, expofes us to ten 
thoufand more. And how many are the temptations 
which we mg@et with even from the good men (iuch at’ 

Oo 





: 
? 
| 
& 
eI 
Ss 


B: 
: 


SE Se : 
ae 


os Ae 
ple A ay 


- 
sd 


~ tee 


290 A SERMON ON JAMES i. 4. 


leaft they are in part, in their general character) with 
whom we are called to converfe fram day to day? Yet 
what are thefe to the temptations we may expect to 
meet with from an evil world? Seeing we all, in ef- 
fect, dwell with Mefech, and have our habitation in the 
tents of Kedar! Add to this, that the moft dangerous 
of our enemies, are not thofe that aflault us openly. 


No; 


Angels our march oppofe, 
Who ftill in ftrength excel : 
Our fecret, fworn, eternal foes, 

Countlefs, invifible. 


For is not our adverfary, the devil, at a roaring lion, with 
all his infernal legions, /till going about feeking whom he 
may devour? This is the cafe with all the children of 
men. Yea, and with all the children of God, as long 
as they fojourn in this ftrange land. Therefore if we 
do not wilfully or carelefsly ruth into them, yet we 
fhall furely fall into divers temptations ; temptations in- 
numerable as the {tars of heaven, and thofe varied and 
complicated a thoufand ways. But inftead of counting 
this a lofs, as unbelievers would do, count it all joy: 
knowing that the trial of your faith, even when it is tried 
as by fire, worketh patience. But let patience have its 
perfect work, and ye shall be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing. 

3. But what is patience? We do not now fpeak of 
a heathen virtue: neither of a natural indolence: but 
of a gracious temper, wrought in the heart of a believ- 
er, by the power of the Holy Ghoft. It is a difpofiti- 
on to futfer whatever pleafes God—in the manner, and 
for the time that pleafes him. We thereby hold the 
middle way, neither ¢ayegersss' dofpifing our fafferings, 
making little of them, pafling over them lightly, as if 
they were owing to chance, or fecond caufes: nor on 
the other hand «24a affected too much, unnerved, 
diffolved, finking under them. We may obferve, the 
proper object of patience is fuffering, cither in body 
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or mind. Patience does not imply the not feeling this : 
it is not apathy or infenfibility. It is at the utmoft dif- 
tance from ftoical ftupidity! yea, and at an equal 
diftance from fretfulnefs or dejeftion. The patient be- 
liever is preferved from falling into either of thefe ex- 
tremes, by confidering who is the author of all his. 
fuffering, even God his Father: what is the motive of 
his giving us to fuffler? Not fo properly his juftice as 
his love: and what is the end of it? Our profit, that 
we may be partakers of his holinefs. 

4. Very nearly related to patience is meeknefs ; if it 
be not rather a [pecies of it. For may it not be defin- 
ed, patience of injuries ; particularly affronts, reproach 
or unjuft cenfure. “This teaches not to return evil for 
evil, or railing for railing, but contrarywife, bleffing. 
Our bleffed Lord himfelf feems to place a peculiar va- 
lue upon this temper. This he peculiarly calls us to 
learn of him, if we would find ref? for our fouls. 

5- But what may we underftand by the work of pa- 
tience % Let patience have its perfeét work, \t feems to 
mean, Let it have its full fruit or effe€t, And what is 
the fruit which the Spirit of God is accuftomed to 
produce hereby, in the heart of a believer? One im- 
mediate fruit of patience is peace ; a fweet tranquillity 
of mind, a ferenity of fpirit, which can never be found 
unlefs where patience reigns. And this peace often rifes 
into joy. Even in the midft of various temptations, 
thofe that are enabled in patience to pofféfs their fouls, 
can witnefs not only quietnefs of ipirit, but triumph 
and exultation. This both 


“ Lays the rough paths of peevifh nature even, 
And opens in each breaft a little heaven.” 


6. How lively is the account which the apoftle Peter 
gives, not only of the peace and joy, but of the hope 
and love which God works in thofe patient fuffererss 
who are kept by the power of God, through faith, unta Sal- 
vation? Indeed he appears herein to have an eye tp 
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this very paflage of St. ‘Fames: though ye are grieved 
for a feafon with manifold temptations (the very word 
waxiros weparuets) that the trial of your faith (the fame ex- 
preflion again which was ufed by St. Yames) may be 
found to praife, and honour, and glory, at the revelation 
of Fefus Chrift : whom having nat feen ye love : in whom, 
though ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
Jpeakable and full of glory. See yn the peace, the joy, 
‘and the love, which, through the mighty power of 
God, are the fruit or work of patience ! 

7. And as peace, hope, joy, and love are the fruits 
of patience, both {pringing from, and confirmed there- 
by, {fo is alfo rational, genuine courage, which indeed 
cannot fubfiit without patience. The brutal courage, 
or rather fiercenefs of a lion, may probably fpring from 
impatience. But true fortitude, the courage of a man, 
{prings from juft the contrary temper. Chriftian zeal 
is likewife confirmed and increafed by patience. And 
fo is aélivity in every good work : the fame fpirit in- 
citing us to be 


‘¢ Patient in bearing ill, and doing well ;’? 


making us equally willing to do and fuffer the whole 
will of God. 
 §. But what is the perfec? work of patience. Is it 
any thing lefs than the perfect love of God, conftraining 
us to love every foul of man, even as Chrif loved us? 
Is it not the whole of religion, the whole mind which 
was alfo in Chrift Fefus. 1s it not the renewal of our foul 
in the image of God, after the image of him that created 
us? And is not.the fruit of this, the conitant refigna- 
tion of ourfelves, body, and fpirit to God: entirely 
giving up all we are, all we have, and all we love, a3 
a holy facrifice, acceptable unto God, through the Son 
of his love? It feems this is the perfect work of patience, 
confequent upon the trial of our faith. : 
g- But how does this work differ from that gracious 
work which is wrought in every believer, when he firlt 
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finds redemption in the blood of Jefus, even the remif- 
fion of his fins? Many perfons that are not only up- 
right of heart, but that fear, nay, and love God, have 
not fpoken warily upon this head, not according to the 
oracles of God. They have fpoken of the work of 
fanctification, taking the word in its full fenfe, as if it 
were quite of another kind, as if it differed entirely 
from that which is wrought in juftification. But this 
js a great and dangerous miftake, and has a natura! 
tendency to make us undervalue that glorious work of 
God, which was wrought in us, when we were juftifi- 
ed: whereas, in that moment when we. are juftified 
freely by his grace, when we are accepted through the 
Beloved, we are born again, born from above, born of 
the Spirit. And there is as great a change wrought in 
our fouls when we are born of the Spirit, as was wrought 
in our bodies when we were born of a woman. There 
is in that hour a general change, from inward finful- 
nefs, to inward holinefs. The love of the creature ig 
changed into the love of the Creator ;_ the love of the 
world into the love of God. Earthly defires, the de- 
fire of the flefh, the defire of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, are in that inftant changed by the mighty pow- 
er of God, into heavenly defires. ‘The whirlwind of 
our will is ftopped in its mid-career, and finks down 
into the will of God. Pride and haughtinefs fubfide 
into lowlinels of heart: as do anger, with all turbu- 
lent and unruly paflions, into calmnefs, meeknefs, and 
gentlenefs. In a word, the earthly, fenfual, devilith 
mind, gives place to the mind that was in Chrift Fefus. 
10. ** Well, but what more than this can be impli- 
ed in entire fanctification ?”’ It does not imply any new 
kind of holinefs: let no man imagine this. From the 
moment we are juttified, till we give up our {piriti te 
God, love is the fulfilling of the law: of the whole 
evangelical law, which took ‘place of the Adamic hw, 
when the firft promife of the feed of the woman was 
made. Love is the fum of chriltian fanctification: + is 
the one kind of holinefs, which is found, only in viri- 
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ous degrees, in the believers who are diftinguifhed b 

St. ‘Fohn, into little children, young men, and fathers. 
The difference between one and the other, properly lies 
in the degree of love. And herein there is as great a 
difference in the fpiritual, as in the natural fenfe, be- 
tween fathers, young men, and babes. Every one that 
is born of God, though he be as yet only a babe in 
Chrift, has the love of God in his heart, the love of his 
neighbour, together with lowlinefs, meeknefs, and re- 
fignation. But all of thefe are then in a low degree, in 
proportion to the degree of his faith. The faith of a 
babe in Chrift is weak, generally mingled with doubts 
or fears; with doubts, whether he has not deceived 
himfelf; cr fear, that he fhall not endure to the end. 
And if in orderto prevent thofe perplexing doubts, or 
to remove thofe tormenting fears, he catches hold of 
the opinion, that a true believer cannot make shipwreck 
of the faith, experience will fooner or later fhew, that 
it is only the ftaff of a broken reed, which will be fo 
far from fuftaining him, that it will only enter into his 
hard and pierce it. But to return. In the fame pro- 
portion as he grows in faith, he grows in holinefs: he 
increafes in love, lowlinefs, meeknefs, in every part of 
the image of God; till it pleafes God, after he is tho- 
roughly convinced of inbred fin, of the total corrupti- 
on of his nature, to take it all away, to purify his heart 
and cleanfe him from all unrighteoufnefs: to fulfil that 
pronife which he made firft to his ancient people, and 
in them to the Ifrac! of God in all ages, J] will circum- 
cife thy heart and the heart of thy feed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart and with all thy foul. It is 
not eafy to conceive what a difference there is, between 
tha: which he experiences now, and that which he ex- 
perienced before. Till this univerfal change was wrought 
in his foul, all his holinefs was mixed. He was hum- 
ble; but not entirely: his humility was mixed with 
prile: he was meck; but his meeknefs wa: ‘requently. 
intrrupted by anger, or fome vneafy and turbulent 


pafion. His love of God was frequently damped, by 
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ihe love of fome creature: the love of his neighbour, 
by-evil furmifmg, or fome thought, if not temper, con- 
trary to love. His will was not wholly melted down 
into the will of God: but although in general he could 
fay, ** 1 come not to do my own will, but the will of him 
that fent me,”” yet now and then nature rebelled, and 
he could not clearly fay, Lord, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt. His whole foul is now confiftent with itfelf: there 
is no jarring ftring. All his paffions flow in a continu- 
ed {tream, with an even tenor to God. ‘To him that is 
entered into this reft, you may truly fay, 


“‘ Calm thou ever art withia, 
All unrufl’d, all ferene !’’ 





There is no mixture of any contrary affections: all is 
peace and harmony after. Being filled with love, there 
is No more interruption of it, than of the beating of 
his heart. And continual love bringing continual joy 
in the Lord, he rejoices evermore. He -converfes con- 
tinually with the God whom he loves, unto whom in 
every thing he gives thanks. And as he now loves God 
with all his heart, and with all his foul, and with. all 
his mind, and with all his ftrength, fo Jefus now reigns 
alone in his heart, the Lord of every motion there. 

11. But it may be enquired, In what manner does 
God work this entire, this univerfal change in the foul 
of a believer? This ftrange work, which fo many will 
not believe, though we declare it unto them? Does 
he work it gradually, by flow degrees? Or inflantane- 
oufly, ina moment? How many are the difputes upon 
this head, even among the children of God. And fo 
there will be, after all that ever was, or ever canbe 
faid upon it. For many will ftill fay, with the famous 
Jew, Non perfuadebis etiamf perfuaferis: that is, Thou 
Soalt not perfuad: me though thou doft perfuade me. And 
they will be the more refolute herein, becaufe the fcrip- 
tures are filent upon the fubject; becaufe the poing is 
not determined, at leaft, not in exprefg terms, in any 
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part of the oracles of God. Every man therefore may 
abound in his own fenfe, provided he will allow the 
_ fame liberty to his neivhbour : provided he will not 
be angry at thofe who differ from his opinion, nor en- 
tertain hard thoughts concerning them. Permit me 
likewife to add one thing more. Be the change inftan- 
taneous or gradual, fee that you never reft till it is 
wrought in your own foul, if you defire to dwell with 
God in glory. 

12. This premifed, in order to throw what light I 
can upon this interefting queftion, I will fimply relate 
what I have feen myfelf in the courfe of many years. 
Four or five and forty years ago, when I had no diftina 
views of what the apoftle meant by exhorting us to /eave 
the principles of the doctrine of Chri » and go on ¢o per- 
fection ; two or three perfons in London, whom I knew 
to be truly fincere, defired to give me an account of 
their experience. It appeared exceeding ftrange, being 
different from any that I had heard before ; but exact- 
ly fi milar to the preceding account of entire fanttifica- 
tion. The next year, two or three more perfons at Bri/- 
tol, and two or three in Kingswood, coming to me fe- 
verally, gave me exactly the fame account of their ex- 
perience. A few years after, I defired all thofe in Lon- 
don, who made the fame profeflion, to come to me all 
together at the Foundry : that | might be thoroughly fa- 
tisfied, I defired that man of God, Thomas Wi ‘all, to 
give us the meeting there. When we met, firft one of 
us and then the other, afked them the moft fearching 
queftions we could devife. They anfwered every one 
without hefitation, and with the utmoft fimplicity, fo 
that we were fully perfuaded they did not deceive them- 
felves. In the years 1759, 1760, 1761, and 1762, 
their numbers multiplied exceedingly, not only in Lor- 
don and Briftél, but in various parts of Jreland as well 
as England. Not trufting to the teftimony of others, I 
carefully examined moft of thefe myfelf : and in London 
alone, I found fix hundred and fifty-two members of 
our fociety, who were exceeding clear in their experi- 
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ence, and of whofe tefiimony I could fee no reafon to 
doubt. I believe no year has paffed fincé that time, 
wherein God has not wrought the fame work in many 
others; but fometimes in one part of England or Ire- 
land, fometimes in another ; as the wind bloweth where 
it lieth: and every one of thefe (after the moft careful 
enquiry, I have not found one exception, either in 
Great-Britain or Ireland) has declared that his deliver- 
ance from fin was in/fanianeous, that the change was 
wrought in a moment. Had half of thefe, or one 
third, ox one in twenty, declared it was gradually 
wrought in them, I fhould have believed this, with re- 
card to them, and thought that /ome were gradually 
fanctified and fome inftantaneoufly. But as I have not 
found in fo long a {pace of time, a fingle perfon fpeak- 
ing thus: as all who believe they are fanctified, declare 
with one voice, that the change was wrought in a mo- 
ment ; 1 cannot but believe, that fanétification is coms 
monly, if not always, an in/lantaneous work. 

13. But however that queftion be decided, whether 
fandtfication, in the full fenfe of the word, be.wrought 
inftantaneoufly or gradually, how may wi attain to it? 
What {hall we do, {aid the Jews to our Lord, that we 
may work the works of God? His anfwer will fuit thofe 
that afk, What fhall we do,. that this work of God may 
be wrought in us? This is the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve on him whom he bath fent. On this one work all 
the others depend. Believe on the Lord fefus Chrift, 
and all his wifdom, and power, and faithfulnefs, and 
mercy are engaged on thy fide. In this, as in all other 
iiflances, by grace we are faved through faith. Santi- 
fication too is not of warks, left any man fhould boaft. It 
is the gift of God, and is'ta be received by plain, fimple 
faith.’ Suppofe you are now labouring to ab/ain from 
all appearance of evil, zealous of good works, and walk- 
ing diligently and carefully in all the ordinances of 
God; there is then only one poimt remaining: the 
voice of God to your foul is, “ Believe and be faved.’’* 

* See the Sermon on, The way of Salvation, 
P p 
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Firft, Believe that God ‘has promifed to fave you from 
all fin, and to fill you with afl holinefs. Secondly, 
Believe that he is ab/e thus to fave to the uttermof al! 
thofe that come unto God through him. Thirdly, Believe 
that he is qwé/ling, as well as able, to fave you to the ut- 
termoft ; to purily you from all fin, and fill up all your 
heart with love, Believe, fourtbly, that he is not only 
able, but willing to do it now’ Not when you come to 
die ; not at any diftant time; not to-morrow, but fo- 
day.. He will then enable you to believe it is done, ac- 
cording to his word. And then patience fhall have its 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking 
nothing. 

4 Ye fhall. then be perfec?. The apoftle feems to 
mean by this expreflion, 70" Ye fhall be wholly de- 
livered from every evil work, from every evil word, 
from every finful thought: yea, from every evil defire, 
paffion, temper ; from all inbred corruption, from all 
remains of the carnal mind, from the whole body of 
fin: and ye thall be renewed in the {pirit of your mind, 
in ¢very right temper, alter the image of him that cre- 
ated you, im righteoufnefs and true holinefs. Ye fhall 
be evtire, éa¢xrxpe* (The fame word which the apoftle 
ufes to the Chriftians in Thefalenica.) This feems to 
refer, not fo much to the kind a3 to the degree of ho- 
hinefs. As if he had faid, “ Ye fhall enjoy as high a 
degree of holinefs, as is confiftent with your prefent 
fate ef pilgrimage.” And ye fhall lack nothing, the 
Lord being your thepherd, your father, your redeem- 
er, your fan@ifier, your God, and your all, will feed 
you with the bread of heaven, and give you meat 
enough. He will lead you forth befide the waters of 
comfort, and écep you every moment: fo that loving him 
with all your heart (which is the fum of all perfection) 
you will resoice evermore, pray without ceafing, and iu 
every thing give thanks, till an abundant entrance is mini 
fered into yam, jute his everlafing kingdom ! 
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A foort Account of Mr. Sampson St4Nf80RTH 3 itty 
Letter to the Rew. Mr. Weszer. 


[Concluded from page 260.) 

Now began to be more employed in and about Lon- 

don. Every Sunday morning I walked thither, to 
meet the preachers and to know my appointments. 1 
had fix miles to walk all weathers, and in the wintet 
to go and come in the dark, as I was always in town 
at eight in the morning, and took care to be at every 
place where I was appointed. And T had many fweet 
hours of communion with God, as I walked by the 
way. I madcit a rule, from the beginning to this day, 
to bear my own expenfes. This coft me ten or twelvé 
pounds a year: and I blefs God I can bear it. Befide 
meeting the clafs and band, and vifiting the fick, I 
preach five or fix times in the week. And the Lord 
gives me to rejoice, in that I can ftill fay, Thee hands 
have miniftered to my neceffities. 

In the year 1771, we began preaching at s.utherbithe. 
I went in my turn, and found my heart much united 
to the people. So was theirs to me. The place we 
preached in being both dear and inconvenient, they 
thought of building, and applied to me concerning it. 
I laid the cafe before you. You encouraged me to go 
on, and faid, you could not do much, but you would 
help me as far as you could. | took a piece of ground, 
and fet the workmen about the building, which coft in 
all near two hundred pounds. For this I alone ftood 
engaged. I lent upwards of a hundred pounds; and 
was near eight years, before I could get the building 
entirely out of debt. I fall conftantly preach there 
once a week, and every firft Sunday in the month. IT 
foon faw fome fruit of my labours here alfo. TV. C. 
being convinced of fin, and under the aflli¢ting hand 
of God, I defired our friends both at Rotherhithe and 
Deptford, to {et apart a day of prayer on his behalf. 
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God heard the prayer, sreftored him to his right mind, 
and filled his heart with Jove. About the fame time 
Samuel Gibbs was convinced of fin, and foon after con- 
verted to God. He was afterwards fettled at Snows- 
Fields, and became eminently ufeful. He died happy 
in January 1781, and I preached his funeral fermon. 

1 was flill frequently tempted to leave off preaching : 
but generally when the temptation was ftrongelt, I was 
informed of another and another that had received a 
blefling. Glory be to God, who does not fend us a 
warfare at our own cot! I was now likewile bleft in 
temporal things, having enough both to anfwer all de- 
mands, and if [ was called away, to leave a little to my 
wife, who has for many years laboured under a fevere 
afthma, and been thereby cut off from all the public 
means of grace. For her fake I began to preach in my 
own houfe every Monday evening. © And hereby I have 
reafon to believe fome good has been done to others 
alfo. Several of my neighbours come to hear me, fend 
for me wher they are fick, and wil] do nothing in the 
way of charity without me. 

About this time I had feveral invitations to leave the 
connexion: one offered me forty pounds a year, ano- 
ther fifty urging that I might hereby fave myfelf much 
fatigue, as well as confidera able expentfe. But whenever 
I thought clofely upon the fubjeét, three objections oc- 
curred. 1. It was clear, God had bleft me in this way: 
therefore I was afiaid to go out of it: 2. I faw how 
much hurt had been done in the fociety by thefe fepa- 
.rafions. And, thirdly, As to money or eafe, my heart 
is not fet on money, and | am not weary of my labour. 
So upon the cooleit reflection, I can ftiil fay, and that 
with full purpofe of heart, This people fhall be my people, 
and their Ged shall be my God. 

What farther God has for me to do, in his caufe, 
and for the gocd of fouls, I know not. “But I truft he 
will @iable me to be more thankful for every mercy, 
mare faithful to grace given, and more fruitful in thofe 
few days which he may pleafe*to add to iny life, . 
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My prefent method is, ] pray. with my wife, before 
I go out in the morning, andyat breakfaft time, with 
my family, and all that are in ‘the houfe: the former 
part of the day I fpend'in my bufinefs ; my {pare hours 
in reading, and private exercifes. Moft evenings I 
preach, fo that 1 am feldom at home before nine o’clock: 
but though I am fo much out at nights, and generally 
alone, God keeps me both from evil men and evil fpi- 
rits. And many times I am as frefh, when I come in 
at night, as I was when 1 went out in the mormiing. I 
conclude the day, in reading the feriptures and in pray- 
ing with my family. 

I am now in the fixty-third year of my age, and, 
glory be to God, I am not weary of well-doing. I 
find my defires after God {tronger than ever: my uh- 
derftanding is more clear in the things of God: and 
my heart is united more than ever, both to God and 
his people. 1 know, their religion and mine is the gift 
of God through Chrift, and the work of God by his 
Spirit. It is revealed im fcripture, and is received and 
retained by faith, in the ufe of all gofpel ordinances. 
It confifts in an entire deadnefs to the world, and to 
our own will; and an entire devotednefs of our fouls, 
bodies, time, and fubftance to God, through Chrilt 
Jeius. In other words, itis the loving the Lord ow 
God with all our hearts, and all mankind, for God’ 
fake. ‘This arifes from a knowledge of his love to uw. 
We. love him becaufe we know he firft loved us; a fente 
of which is fhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoit 
that is given to us: fromthe little hereof that I have 
experienced, 1 know, he that experiences this religion 
is a happy man. Two verfesin one of our Hymns ex- 
actly deferibe what I now feel, and what I defire, - 


If fo poor a worm as I 

May to thy great glory live, : 
All my aétions faaGiiy, 

All my words and thoughts receive$ 
Claim me, for thy fervice, claim 


All I have, and’alt I arm. 
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Take my foul and body’s pow’rs, 

_ “Take my memory," thind,® and vill, 

All my goods, and all my hours, 
All I know, and all I feel: 

All I think, and fpeak, and do: 

‘T'ake my heart—but make it new! 


Thus, rev. and dear fir, I have given you a little 
fketch of God’s dealings with me. May the Lord 


blefs you with length of days and much happinefs! 
So prays 


Your much obliged Son 
And Servant in the Gofpel, 
SAMPSON STANIFORTH. 


1 FEED D> ——— 


THOUGHTS on tue WRITINGS 
OF 


BARON SWEDENBORG. 


By the Reve Fohn Wefley. 


[Concluded from page 265. |] 


27. yp» UT the moft dangerous part of all his writings 

I take to be the account which he gives of hell. 

It direQly tends to familiarize it to unholy men, to re- 

move all their terror, and. to make them confider it, not 
as a place of torment, but a very tolerable habitation. 

“In hell, fays he, there appear bats aa and 

likewife wolves, tigers, rats, and mice: [there grow 

-thorns and thiftles, briers and brambles. But thefe 

«fometimes difappear : and then nothing is to be feen 

® but heaps of ftones, and fens full of croaking frogs.” 
Yes, much more is to be feea, in his ‘Treatife of 
Hicaven and Hell. Hear his own words. 
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«*f was allowed to look into the hells. (there are 
three hells, as well as three heavens) Some of them 
appeared like caverns in rocks, firft proceeding. far 
horizontally, then defcending either perpendicularly, 
or by windings to a great depth. Some refembled the 
dens of wild beafts: others the fubterraneous works in 
mines. Moft of them are of three degrees of defcent ; 
the uppermoft dark, the loweft of a fiery appearance. 
In fome hells appear, as it were, ruins of houfes, in 
which infernal {pirits fkulk. In the milder hells are & 
kind of rude cottages ; in fome places like a city with 
ftreets and lanes, inhabited by infernal {pirits, that live 
tegether in hatred, quarrellings, and fighting even to 
blood, while in the ftreets thefts and robberies are 
committed. There are alfo gloomy woods in which 
the fpirits wander like wild beafts; and caves, into 
which fomne, when purfued by others, fly for refuge. 
Moreover there are fandy deferts, with ragged rocks 
and fcattered cottages. And to thefe deferts the worft 
fpirits are at laft driven.” 

28. But how does this agree with what we read in 
the fcripture, concerning hell-fire? 

The Baron anfwers.y ** Hell-fire is not a material fire, 
but it is the Jove of felfand the world, together with alt 
the inordinate pafflions and evil concupifcencies fpringing 
therefrom. ‘They who are in hell have no fenfation of 
heat or burning, but only fuch kind of heat as inflames 
their evil paffions. But this heat is turned into intenfe 
cold, on any influx of heat from heaven. At fuch times 
the infernals are feized with a convulfive thivering like 
people in an ague fit.” 

It was faid, ** Evil fpirits caft themfelves into hell of 
their own accord. How does this come to pafs? There 
exhale irom hell into the world of fpirits certain fetid 
vapours, which evil fpirits are greedily fond of. For 
as was the fin which each was fond of in this life, fuch 
is the ftink of which he is fond in the next. Thus they 
that had perverted divine truths, delight in urinous 
fimells: mifers in fueh fmells as proceed from fwine ang 
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putrifying flefh:;: while fuch as lived in fenfual pleafures 
find their. gratification in ordure. And hence we may 
perceive, whence melancholy and lownefs of fpirits pro- 
ceed. Thofe {pirits that delight in things indigefted and 
putrid, fuch as meats corrupted in the ftomach, hold 
their confabulations in fuch finks of uncleannefs in man, 
as are fuitable to their impure affections. Thefe fpirits 
are near the ftomach, fome higher, fome lower, and 
occaiion ,uneafinefs of mind. . But this anguifh, rhofe 
who. know no better afcribe to diforders of the ftomach 
or bowels.’’, . 

But to return, “ Fro every particular hell, exhale 
effluvia from the qualities of the {pirits therein. Thefe 
{triking the fenfes of thofe that are of fimilar affections, 
excite in them. the moft grateful perceptions. They 
prefently turn to the quarter whence thofe effluvia rife, 
and haften to be. there. On their firft arrival, they are 
received with a.fhew of kindnefs. Bur it lafts only a 
few hours... Then they.are vexed-all manner of ways. 
And thefe miferies are called Hellfire.” 

“ Gnajfbing of teeth cans, the various difputes and 
wranglings of fuch as are in error.” 

How cgregioufly trifling is this account! So puerile, 
fo far beneath the importance of the fubje&, that one 
who did not know the character of the writer, might 
naturally imagine, he was turning it into burlefque. 

29.BKut the mafter-piece of all he has wrote upon 
the head, you have in the following account, which I 
tranicribe at large,. that the pious reader may know how 
to judge of this Aigh/y illuminated author. 

‘The ftate of thofe who enter the other world, is 
as foliows: 1. As foon as they die, they do not know 
for fome days, but that they are living in the former 
world.”’ This is a favorite fentiment of the Baron. But 
hon palpably abfurd? 2. ‘* They then fee, they are in 
the world.of fpirits which is between heayen and hell.” 
No.: this will never agree with our Lord’s words, To- 
day foalt thou be with me in paradife. Neither with thole, 
, Tae rich man alfo died ; and in hell he lifted up bis eyes, 
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being in torment. Here was no interval , but as foon as 
ever he had left the earth, he was lifting up his eyes in 
hell! 3. ** The new fpirit is led about to various fo- 
cieties, good and bad, and examined how he is a/fccted 
by one or the other.” 4. “If he is affected with 
good, he is introduced to good ones of vatious kinds, 
eT he comes to a fociety correfponding with his 
own natural affeétion. He there pute off the natural, 
and puts on the fpiritual affe€tion, and then is taken up 
into heaven.” How utterly contrary is this round-about 
way, to the plain words of Scripture, The poor man died, 
and was carried by angels into Abraham's bofom. See, the 
inftant the foul left the body, it was lodged in the para- 
dife of God! 5. “ They who have no affeétion to good, 
are introduced to the evil focieties of various kinds, till 
they come to one that correfponds with their evil af- 
fections.”” Ono! The devil and his angels will make 
fhorter work with thofe that know not God! 6. “Such 
as formerly enjgyed power and authority, are made ru- 
lers over focieies. But as they knew not how to ufe 
their authority, after a few days they are degraded from 
it. Ihave feen fuch fpitits when they were removed 
from one fociety to another, and invelted with power 
in each; yet after a fhort time, degraded in all.” 7. 
“ Ader frequent degradations they do not care to “en- 
cage in any other public office, but retire and fit down 
in fadnefs, till they are removed into a defert, where 
there are cottages for their habitations. There work is 
given them to do, and in proportion as they do it, they 
receive food. Bat if they do it not, they are kept faft- 
ing, till hunger forces them to work. Food in the {pi- 
ritual world is like the vations kinds of food in our 
world. And itis given from heaven by the Lord to 
every ome, according to the fervices he performs. For 
to him who does no fervice, no tood is given.” Did 
ever mortal before fo practife the art of finking? Give 
lo poor, low, grofs an account of the other world? 
But he proceeds. 8. “* After fome time, they are dif- 
guited with all employment; and then thev go out of 
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their cottages, and: fit down in folitude and indolence, 
But as no food is given them, they grow hungry, and 
think of-nothing, but how, they may get fomething to 
eat. Same, of whom they afk alms, fay, “Come with 
us, and we will give you. work and,;meat too!” Can 
any one beteve this? That fpirits fuffer hunger, and 
are obliged-to go a begging? g. ‘* They work awhile, 
but then leave their work and betake themfelves to 
company till; their maflers turn them. off”? 1o. “ On 
their di{miffion, they fee.a path that leads to a fort of 
cavern. ‘bhe door is. opened, and: they. enter im, and 
afk, whether any food is to be had there? Being an. 
fwered, There is, they afk leave to ftay there, and leave 
‘is given them, ‘Then they are brought into the cavern, 
and the door is fhut after them. ‘The goyernor of the 
cavern comes and fays, Ye are neverto leave-this place 
more, Behold your companions. ‘They all work hard; 
and in proportion to their work they receive food from 
heaven. ‘Their companions then tell them, * Our go- 
vernor knows, for what work, every one is beft. fuited. 
He enjoins. it daily, and. when we have finifhed our 
work we receive our food.’”’ O-how much more com- 
fortable is. the condition of thefe fpirits in hell, than 
that of the galley-flaves at Mar/cilles, or-the Indjans in 
the’mines of Peto! But. if we will not. finith our 
work, we receiye neither food, nor clothes,.”’ Clothes? 
L never knew before that we fhould want any, in the 
other world. * If- any does miichief to another, he is 
hrown into a,corner of the cavern, upon a. couch of 
curfed-duft.” Does he mean of, hot afbes?' ‘ Here he 
is miferably tormented, till the governor fees he re- 
pents; and then he is taken.off, and ordered again to 
to his work.”” Was ever any thing more curious? Or 
more encouraging to men that relolve to live and die 
in their. fins? You fee, there is place for repentance 
even.inhell! if herepent of his fins even there, though 
he may be tormented awhile, yet the devil feeing- him 
penitent will have mercy upon him! But here, is more 
comfort ftill. “* Every one.in hell is at liberty to walk, 
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converfe, and to Stee when he has done his work! 
He is then”’ Surely fuch a thouglit never ent ered 
into the heart of a chriftian before! “He is then led 
into the inner part of the.cavern, where there are har- 
lots, and he is permitted to take one for himfelf.’”’ A- 
mazing ! So the Chriftian Koran exceeds even the Ma- 
hometan ! Mahomet allowed fuch to be in paradile: 
but he never thought of placing them i hell! The Ba- 
ron fhould have concluded here; for nothing ean ex- 
ceed this. But he adds, ** Hell confifts of fuch caverns, 
which are nothing but eternal work-bhoufes/ The work 
of thofe who were unjuft judges is to prepare vermilli- 
on, and to mix it up into a paint, to paint the faces of 
harlots.” ‘* The moft abandoned fpirits are driven mto 
a wildernefs, and compelled to carry burdens.” 

So here is the uttermoft punithment that is allotted 
for the worft of all the damned fpirits! 

30. I will add but one more of the Baron’s dreams, 
to illuftrate one of the preceding. “ Satan was once 
permitted to afcend out of hell, with a woman, to my 
houfe. She was of the tribe of ‘Sirens, who can affume 
all figures, and all habits of beauty and ornament. All 
fach are harlots in the world of fpirits. I afked Satan, 
{f the woman was his wife? He anfwered, Neither I, 
nor any in our fociety, have wives: fhe is my harlot. 
She then infpired him with wanton luft, and he kiffed 
her and cried, Ah my Adonis! I faid, What do thou 
and thy companions think of God? He faid, God, 
heaven, angels, and-the like, are all empty words. I 
anfwered, O Satan, thou haft loft thy underftanding. 
Recollect, that thou haft lived in another world? Im 
mediately his recollection returned, and he faw his er- 
ror. But the cloud foon returned upon his underftand- 
ing, and he was juft the fame as before.” 

3t. Having now taken a fuflicient view of the Ba- 
ron’s reveries, let ws turn to the oracles of God. What 
faith the {cripture? What account does God himfelf 
give.of the ftate of wicked men after death? Not to 
multiply texts, I will cite a very few out of many that 
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might be produced. Tophet is ordained of old: he 
hath made it deep and large (God himfelf, not man) the 
pile thereof is fire and much wood : the breath of the Lord, 
as a ftream of brimftone, doth kindle it, Ua. xxx. 33. If 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out : it is better for thee to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be capt into hell-fire: where their worm dic th 
not, and the fire is not quenched, Mark ix. 47, 48. De. 
part from me, yé curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels, Matt. xxv. 41. Who fhall be 
punifbed with everla/ting deftruction, from the prefence H 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power, 2 Thefl. i. 

And in what condition are thofe that are punifhed with 
this everlafting deftruction? Do they eat, and drink, 
aid wear: apparel, and chufe themfelves harlots, and 
walk, and enjoy {fw cet fleay ? Nothing lefs. If the word 
of Ged is true, if the feripture cannot be broken, the 
wicked, one andall, are caf into a lake of fire, burning 
with brimftone, Rev. xix. 20.’ Yea, whofoever is not 
found written in the book of life, wiil be caft into the lake 
of fire, chap. xx. 15. But they will not eat, or drink, 
or converfe, or dally with women: neither will they 
jfleep there.’ For they have no reft, day or night: but the 
Jmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever andever ! 

. Who illuminated cithet Facob Behmen or Bar 
Swwedenbors, flatly to contradict thefe? It could not be 
the God of the holy prophets : tor he is aBways confiftent 
with himfelf. Certainly it was the fpirit of darknels. ' 
And indeed the light which was in them was darknefs, 
while they laboured to kill the never-dying worm, and 
to put out the unquenchable fire! And with what face 
can any that profets to believe the bible, give any coun- 
tenance to thefe dreamers ; that filthy dreamer in par- 
ticular, who takes care to provide harlots, inftead of 
fire and brimftone, for the devils and damned fpirits 
in hell! O my brethren! Let none of you that fear 
God, recommend fuch a writer any more! Much lefs 
labour to make the deadly poifon palatable, by fweet- 
ening it with all care! Al! his folly and nonienfe we 
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may excufe ; but not his making God a liar: not his 
contradicting, in fo open and flagrant a manner, the 
whole oracles of God! True, his tales are often ex- 
ceeding lively ; and as entertaining as the tales of the 
faries. But 1 dare not give up my bible for them: and 
I muft give up one or the other. If the preceding ex- 
tracts are from God, then the bible is only a table. 
3ut if all the fcriptures are given by infpiration of God, 
then let thefe dreams fink into the pit from whence 
they came. 


Wakefield, May gth, 1782, 


~ 
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An Exirad from A Svurrer of the Wispom of Gop in 
? 
the CREATION. 


[ Continued from page 268. } 


On RESPIRATION. 


C HY LIFICATION is preceded by digeftion; 
which is much illuftrated by Mr. Papin’s digefler. 
This is a veflel wherein meat is put, with juft as much 
water as will fill it. Then the lid is {crewed on faclofe 
as to admit of no external air. The meat herein Me, by 
the flame of a {mall lamp, in fix or eight minutes, 
brought to a perfect pulp. In a few minutes more, the 
hardeft bones are reduced to a jelly. No air entering, 
the fuccuffions caufed by the air inclofed in the fleth, 
refolve the whole into one homogenous body. It is juft 
fo in digeftion. In proportion to’its heat, the ftomach 
does the very fame thing as the digefter. 

Add to this, that the mufcular coat of the ftomach 


continually contracting, and prefling its contents by its | 
periftaltic motion, occafions a more intimate mixture, - 


and works the more fluid parts, through the pylorus 
into the duodenum. Along the fides of this, and the 
other fmall inteftines, the lacteals are planted: into 
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the minute orifices whereof, the chyle or finer part of 
the mafs is received. The la@eal veins of the firlt kind 
difcharge themfelves into the glands of the bafis of 
the mefentery. The chyle is afterwards received by the 
faéteals of the fecond kind, and conveyed into the 
glands between the two tendons of the diaphragm. 

And hence it ts carried to ‘the heart, where it mixes 
with the blood. 

‘By the perpetual motion of the fluids (efpecially in the 
minute veflels) as well as by the conftant action of the 
mufcles, {mall particles are continually worn off from 
the folids of the body. The fluids likewife are continu- 
ally diminifhing. And hence every animal body, by 
the very condition of its frame, is liable to deftruction. 
To prevent this, a reftitution muft be made to the 
juices and folids of the body, equal and fimilar to what 
is loft. And this we call nutrition. 

It feems to be performed thus. The blood, forcibly 
thrown by the heart into the arteries, endeavours to go 
out every way through the pores. But thefe are ufuaily 
too {mall to give its particles a free paflage. They can 
only pafs where any of the pores are open. Here one 
will naturally follow Another in a line, and contftitute 
a fibre or part of a fibre. When as much is thus add- 
ed ne end of the fibre, as is wafted at the other, 
the body is nouri/bed: when more is added than is 
wafted, we are {aid to groz. 

We fee.then how abfolutely neceffary food is, to 
repair the conftant decay of the body : fo that few men 
or women can live without it above five or fix days. 
And yet the abftaining from it for a feafon has its ute. 
Indeed great is the efhcacy of abftinence, both in pro- 
tonging life beyond its ufual period, and in the cure of 
many ftubborn diforders. 

Lewes Cornaro, 2 nobleman of Venice, after all other 
means had failed, fo that his life was defpaired or at 
forty, recovered and tived to near a hundred, by mere 
dint of abftmence. 
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It is furprifing to ablarve, to what-an age thofe an- 
cient chriftians lived, who retired from the fury. of per~ 
fecution, into the deferts of Arabia and Egypt. They 
drank only water, and took no other food than twelve 
eunces of bread in twenty-four hours, On this St. 
Anthony lived 105 years, Epiphanius 115,. Simon Stylites 
112, and Romua/d a hundred and twenty. 

Among animals we fee furprifing inftances of long 
abftinence. Several fpecies pais 4, 5, or 6 months eve- 
ry year without cating or drinking. So tortoifes and 
dormice regularly retire at the feafon to their refpective 
cells. Some kinds get into ruins, or the hollows, of 
rocks; others, into clefts of trees. Sonte ileep in holes 
under the earth: others bury themfelves under water, 

The ferpent-kind bear abftinence to a:miracle. Rat. 
tle-fnakes will fubfift many months without food. Dr. 
Shaw faw two Egyptian-ferpents, which had been kept 
in a bottle five years (on a {mall quantity of fand where- 
in they coiled. themfelves up) without any fort of food. 
Yet when he faw them, they had juft caft ther fkins, 
and were as lively as if jult taken. 

There has been inftances even of men pafling feverah 
months, with fcarce any fultenance, So Samuel Chilton 
of Tinfbury, near Bath, m the year 1693, 16gqand 
1695, tlept Jometimes four months, and fometimadilione 
fix together, with very little food ; and fix weeks without 
any, but alittle tent conveyed) with a quill through his 
teeth. 

And fince this, John Fergufon, of Killmeiford in Ars 
gylefbire, about 1$ years ago over-heated himfelf, drank 
largely of cold water, and fejl afleep. He flept for four 
and twenty hours, and waked in a high fever; ever 
lince, his ftomach loaths, and can retain no kind of 
aliment but water. A neighbouring gentleman to whom 
his father is tenant, locked him up for twenty days, 
Jupplying him daily wath water, and taking care that 
he fhould have no other food. But) it made no difs 
ference either in his look or ftrength, He is,now fix 
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and thirty years of age, of a freth complexion, and as 
ftrong as any’common man. 

Stull more ftrange is the cafe of Gilbert Fackfon. A- 
bout fifteen years of age, in February 1716, he was 
feized with a violent fever: it returned in ‘April for 
three weeks, and again on the tenth of June; he then 
loft his fpeech, his ftomach, and the ufe of his limbs, 
and could not be perfuaded cither to eat, or drink any 
thing. May 17,.1717, his fever. left him, but he was 
ftill deprived of {peech and of the ufe of his limbs, and 
took no food whatever. June 3oth, he was.feized with 
-a fever again, and the next day recovered his {peech, 
but without eating or drinking, or the ufe of his limbs. 
On the 11th of O&ober he recovered his health, with the 
ufe of one of his legs, but neither ate nor drank ; only 
fometimes wafhed his mouth with water. 

- On the 18th of June 1718, the fever returned and 
Jafted till September. He then recovered, and con- 
tinued in pretty good health and frefh coloured, but 
took no kind of meat or drink. .On the oth of June, 
4719, he was again feized with a fevere fever. On the 
tenth at night, his father prevailed on him to take a 
fpoonful of milk boiled with oatmeal. It {tuck fo long in 
his ghroat, that his parents feared he had been choaked ; 
but ever fince that time he has taken food, though fo lit 
tle, that a halfpenny loaf ferves him for eight days. All 
the time he fafted, he had no evacuation, either by {tool 
or urine: and it was fourteen days after he began to 
eat, before he had any. He is now in pretty good : 

{uppofe fuch another inftance as this, has fcaree 
known in the memory of man. 
» It is not improbable, that the air itfelf furnifhes fome 
Mutritive particles. It is certain, there are fubftances of 
al! kinds, floating in the atmofphere. And that an ani- 
mal body may be nourithed hereby, is evident in the 
cafe of vipers. hele, if taken when firft brought forth 
and kept from every thing but air, will yet grow very 
confiderably in a few days. 

FY. be continued. 
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Some Account of the Experience and Death of Mr. Encar 
Wexzs, who died at Charlefton, South-Carolina, on the 


16th of fanuary, 1797+ 


R. Edgar Wells was born, January 28th 1753, 
in the {tate of South Carolina, near the city of 4 
Charlefton, of refpectable and pious parents, and was 

early inftructed in the principles of religion; the im- 
preflions of which never entirely wore off.—At four 
years of age, the Lord took fram him a kind, affecti- 
onate father, and, not many years aftet, a tender, lov- 
ing mother. He was then left an orphan, but under 
the peculiar care of a good and gracious God. About 
the age of fifteen, he came to Charlefton and foon got 
ac quainted with thofe that knew not God: Often has 
he faid to me, with tears, “* When I came to town | 
had the fear of God before my eyes, and was innocent 
of the wicked practices. and finful pleafures which I 
foon fell into; although at firft it feemed fhocking to 
me, and my foul fhuddered at the idea of finning againft 
God, yet by company, example, and giving way to 
my defires, I foon became hardened in fin.” But O 
the goodnefs of God! how did the remembrance: of 
this, after the Lord converted his foul; draw out his 
heart in prayer for all the dear young people, who are 
fo eafily deceived with an ideal view of imaginary plea- 
fures, and the evil examples of their companions ; that 
God would preierve them from being caught in the 
{navés, that make fo many flaves to the finful pleafures 
and follies of the world. 

In the courle of about fifteen years he was three 
times married; and buried eight children. He was of 
a {lender frame and delicate cx yaititution, and from hig 
youth had an impreflion that he was in a decline, and 
that his days would be few, and often determined to 
forfake the pleafures of the world and turn to God; 
but in vain, unt it pleafed God to fend his meflenagers 
Rr 
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not only to this city, but to his own houfe, in the year 
1785. 

‘Two of the preachers in the Methodift conneétion, 
the rev. Francis Afbury and Henry Willis, having pur- 
pofed to vifit South Carolina, were on their way to 
the city, and ftopped at George-Town, where they got 
‘acquainted with Mr. William Wayne, Mr. Wells’s bro- 
‘ther-in-law, whofe heart the Lord had touched through 
their inftrumentality. At the time of their departure 
‘from that place, being entirely unacquainted in Charlef- 
ton, Mr. Wayne gave them directions where to find 
his brother-in-law: and on their arrival in Charleston, 
“they inquired for and found him. His generous heart 
was ever ready to receive flrangers, but more particu- 
larly when he believed them to be God’s children, 
though he thought himfelf not worthy that they fhould 
come under his roof, living at this time in the pleafures 
of the world, again{t his better knowledge. 

He was preparing to go to a public entertainment, 
the evening they came to his houfe; but before he was 
ready he was called upon to attend prayers: This cauf- 
ed him to ftop a moment and confider—Prayers in my 
houfe} If I attend, 1 mutt difappoint myfelf and others 
of the pleafures of the evening ; for | can’t go toa 
danee atier prayer. | muft be excufed from the com- 
pany of preachers to night, though it is my duty, and 
I intend to be religious at a mote convenient feafon. 

After having an opportunity of obferving their con- 
dud, he felt his heart peculiarly drawn out in affeétion 
to thefe good men, as he even then thought them. 
As they were one day at dinner, Mr. Afbury obferved 
to Mr. Willis, « We may 2s — leave Charlefton, for 
I don’t know whether there are any in this city that 
love or fear Gog.”” My dear “fed was furprized, and 
thought he feared ie defired to love his God. After 
fome converiation, the minitters retired to their room, 
arid left my dear Mr. W. to his own refleGtions. And 
J beard the fubftance of what follows afterwards. from 
his own lips.—~After pondering a little upon what they 
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had juft faid, he determined to feek God with his whole 
heart, though the enemy of his foul ftrove to lay 
mountains in his way, and to perfuade him it was im- 
poflible to get religion; and if he did, to keep it, con- 
idering his calling and connections, being engaged in 
the commercial line. But he refolved to begin, and to 
furmount every difficulty. As he faid, “ Surely. this is 
the time, the Lord will affiftt me ; and perhaps if I ne- 
glect this opportunity I fhall never have another.” He 
told the preachers his refolutions. They prayed with 
him, and he continued ftriviag to pray for three days, 
without experiencing any of thofe diftrefling feelings, 
that generally attend fincere defires to flec the wrath 
to come. 

But he ftill ftruggled on, until the Lord gave him to 
feel the forrows ok, a bvakeen:} contrite, penitent heart ; 
and to fee himfelf a finner born to die a temporal 
death, through original fin, and an eternal death for 
his actual tranfgreflions. He knew fomething now of 
what David felt, when in the anguith of his hearse he 
cried out, The arrows of the Almighty flick fa/t within 
me, and the poifon thereof drinketh up my fpirit. But that 
God whofe nature and whofe name is love, and ‘who is 
loving to every man ; not willing that any fhould perifh, 
but rather that all fhould. come to him, and to®%the 
knowledge of his truth and be faved, and who has pro- 
claimed himfelf to be the Lord God, gracious and mer- 
ciful, long-futtering and flow to anger, pardoning .ini- 
quity, tranfgreflion, and fin, vifited him.—Yes,-thort 
as the time appears to be, yet the fifth day in the even- 
ing, after he fully determined to give his heart to 
God, and to feek the one thing needful, he revealed 
himfelf to him, full of grace and truth, the fairelt a- 
mong ten thoufand, and altogether lovely. After hay- 
ing retired to his apartment, nM eep having depart: dirom 
him, he, like another Jacob, continued wreftlng with 
God in prayer, having faith in the promiie of bim with 
- whom there is no changeablenefs nor fhadow of turn- 
ing, and who has promifed that all who feek thall find, 
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he continued to cry to him who had already become 
the author of his faith, believing that He is (that he al- 
ready exifts) and is a rew arder of all them that dili- 
gently feek him. As he thus lay engaged in mighty 
prayer, he found an inward power infufed into his foul, 
through which he was enabled to believe with the heart 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift, the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the fins of the world. He felt thar his name was 
Jesus, and that he died to fave, and really did fave his 
people from their fins—He felt that he had even faved 
him from his fins, and that the hand-writing was blot- 
ted out again{t him, and that there was now no con- 
demnation, but being juftified by faith, he had peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus C hrif t; and rejoic- 
ed in hope of the glory of God; and though he had 
not feen him, yct believing, he loted him, ‘and could 
rejoice in him with joy unfpeakable and full of glor; 
He experienced what the old teftament-faints enjoy ei, 
and could, with David, exulting fay, Come; all ye that 
love the Lord, and I wil tell you « ober he hath done fer my 
foul: as far as the eaft is from the weft, fa far hath he 
removed my fins from me. Or with Hezekiah, Thou haf 
caft all my fins bebind thy back. Or with Mary, under 
the gofpel difpenfation, ‘My foul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour. Now 


Jefus, all the day lorg, 
Was his joy and his fong. 


After fome time fpent in this ftate, he was deepl 
convinced of inbred fin, and the great neceflity of ho- 
linefg of heart, and of enjoying the fulnefs of perfect 
love—For this his longing foul panted, as the hart 
panteth for the cooling water brook; and, bleffed 
-be Ged, he foon attained it, and for thie years 

1 the witnels of it, and conftant communion 
wu. God; during which time he was called to pais 
through deep waters. The Lord vifited him with 
ficknefs and death in his family, and the lofs of his 
houfe and flore by fire. When his houfe was in flames 
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he went up ftairs, and, inftead of confufion or diftrefs, 
profrated himfelf upon the floor, and’ gave up his pro- 
perty to God, who gave it, and, if he thought fit, had 
a right to take it away : and he has often fince told me, 
his foul was filled with fweet peace, love, and joy: 
He was happy in God, and that was enough, he de- 
fired no more. 

It was near about the fame time he loft two of his chil- 
dren and his fecond wife.—O how foon was he called 
to leave all, and to take up his crofs to follow his bletied 
Mafter. As he was a man in bufinefs, he often met 
with loffes, but this never caufed him to murmur or @ 

complain—he always faw the hand of God in this, as 

well as other afiliGtions, and believed it all beftowed in 
love, and for his good. Seven of his children died 
under two years of age, and he cheerfully refigned 
them: but O the feelings of his heart, when called to 
give up his firft-born, his eldett fon, a lovely youth of 
eizliteen ; -this was a trying time—he died from home, 
When he heard the melancholy news, he felt fuch an- 
euith of foul, as none but thofe that have had a fimilar 
lois can conceive, For near an hour he lay proftrate 
on his face, crying and pleading with God for fupport- 
ing grace; then he arofe, praifed and gave thanks to 
God, ahd was happy; yea, could adminifter confola- 
tion tome. Thus for the courfe of nine years (as I 

had an opportunity of being conftantly with him) he 
appeared to be in all things a pattern of piety, and tru- 
ly given up to God, to do and fuffer his righteous will, 
although he had hours of diftrefs and fore temptations. 

On March itt, 1796, I was much alarmed with.my 
dear Mr. W. {pitting blood; he took notice of my 
concern, though I ftrove as much as poflible to conceal 
my diftrefs from him ; ; and with the greateft compofure 
he faid, “* The will of the Lord be done: my dear} 
itrive to be refigned. Though we do not know what 
the Lord’s will may be, yet my prefent weakneijs is 
fuch, I could with you to prepare yourlelf for the 
-worit ; I feel no defire to live any longer than the Lord 





g18 AN ACCOUNT OF MR. EDGAR WELLS, 


fees fit; if L have a wifh, it is that I may put my houfe 
in order ; ; my worldly bufinels i is in an unfettled ftate ; 
E fhould be thankful if it is the will of God to be fpar. 
ed a little longer, but if he fees otherwife, I think I 
can cheerfully give up all, and leave you and the chil- 
dren; yes, my dear, | feel a confidence that God will 
fupport and dire&t you.” 

He was much exercifed concerning his temporal bu- 
finefs, and made it a contftant rule to go to God for di- 
rection, and told me it was imprefled upon his mind to 
make an offer of the management of his bufinefs to a 

@ member of the fociety; and a variety of concurring 
circumitances induced thenr both to believe, that a. 
mercantile connection between them would be to the 
advantage of his family and agreeable to the will of 
God. He refigned to him the cares and perplexities 
of bufineis, and bent his thoughts wholly to the great 
concerns of eternity. he laft of May we wentr to 
Sullivan’s Ifland, and the tea-air greatly revived him: 
In a few weeks he was able to walk near a mile on the 
beach. I flattered myfelf with hopes of his recovery ; 
but often would he fay, “‘ My dear, do not flatter your- 
feif, but ftrive for refiynation. 1 have no thought of 
ever recovering my hea eh.” i 

Whilft we were on the ifland he feemed more than 
ever defirous to redeem every moment of time, in fiu- 
dying how he might be ufeful to the fouls of men. 
His heart feemed drawn out for the poor black people, 
of whom there was a great number there, and fome 
that hardly knew they had a foul to be faved. He gave 
an invitation to all that had a deiire, to attend at fami- 
ly prayers, and took this opportunity to {pea ak to them. 
Their hearts were tender; and in lefs than two weeks 
we had upwards’ of tw enty, and feveral of them under 
deep diftrefs of foul. On the fabbath he performed 
public worthip, viz. finging, prayer, and reading a 
fermon, though many times he was obliged to lay down 
the book, and [peak, in the raptures of his happy foul, a 
word of exhortation, exiempore. Every night was a 
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prayer meeting, Wednefday and Thurfday excepted, 

which were the evenings our clafles met. 
Notwithftanding his weak flate of body, I often have 

heard him for hours in the night, converiing with his 


God in prayer, or celebrating his love in a fong of, 


praife. —Several of thote blacks are now, I truft, tie 
ing witnefles of the pardoning love of God. 

The laft of September we came to town, and ia 
three days he was confined to his bed. I could not give 
him up, but every thing 1 heard of I wifhed him to 
try; though nothing had ‘the defired efleét. When I 
gave him his medicine, he would fometimes {mile and 
fay, ** My dear, if it is your w ith, I will take it; but 
not that I think it will be of any ufe to me, any far- 
ther than it perhaps may eafe my cough a little.” 
Three months before his death he was confined to his 
bed the moft of his time, and got lirtle reft day or night, 
his cough was fo diftrefling ; but never did I hear ap 
impatient word drop from his lips; he feemed willi 
to fufier any thing the Lord thought fit—He exprefled 
a great defire, if it was contiftent with the will of God 
to {pare | him, to meet his brethren once more in the 
fleth, meaning the Lithop: and preachers at conference, 
faying, that feemed the very extent of time he could 
expect—-And the Lord granted his requeft. The great- 
eft part of his time was {pet nt in {weet communion » ry 
his God, though at times he had much liberty in fpeak- 
ing to his family and friends. HP took great delicht 
hearing me read the word of God, in particular tie 
r4th of John, the Sth of Romans, and the 51{t Pfalm. 

I have at times, in the midft of my diitrefs, felt aw 
foul happy when hearing him fpeak of death. He 
faid, ** As to the fear of death I feel none; it is no 
‘more to me than to faint aw ay; and as to eternity, I 
have with as much pleafure longed for my difolaten, 
as ever I longed for my mrarriage-day. . 1 have nothing 
on earth too dear to part with, to be for ever happy im 
the enjoyment of myyGod ; | know he will take care 
of Oi and my dear children. When we were united 
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we expected to part; but it is only for a little time, 
and I truft wefhall meet, never more to part. I blefs 
God he has {pared us fo long together.” 

He was every day able to fit up for near an hour, 
though very weak, For two or three days before his 
death, his cough feemed better, and his fleep more 
refrefhing. b ftill flattered myfelf he was getting 
better, as he had no fever or pain. 1 faw no chane 
in him until afew hours before he expired, and then 
the firft 1 obferved was in his earneft pleading with 
God, to fupport me in the-trying hour.’ L think thefe 
were his words, ‘* O my bleffed Saviour, fupport and 
ftand by my dear companion : pity thy needy creatures’ 
fufferings. Gracious God, cut fhort thy work in mer- 
cy, and take.me to thyfelf: But if it is thy bleffed 
will I fhould linger out afew more days, weeks, or 
even months, O-{upport and ftrengthen mes give me 
patience to bear and fuffer thy bleiled will”—then re. 
peated, 


“© what are all my fufferitigs here ! 

If, Lord, thou count me meet, 

With that enraptur’d hoft t’ appear, 
And worhhip at thy fect! 

Give joy or grief, give eafe or pain, 
Take life or friends away 3 

Bat let me find them all again 
In that eternal day.” 


[then afked him ifhe felt worfe. He anfwered, no I 
told him I thought there was a change. He faid he 
wanted reft, and felt he was not yet at home, and with 
his beit friends. I afked him, do you know who is 
with you? He anfwered with a fmile, “ Yes, my dear, 
I know God is with me, and you are with me” ! 
then afked him if he had his fenfes, and if he felt com- 
pofed? He anfwered, yes*-And two or three times 
faid, ** My dear, do not be alarmed: why will. you. a- 
larm yourielf at this? 1 feel moypain.” Lis heart and 
tongue feemed fo engaged as. Iwhad never feen or heayé 
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efore. Though for fome time I ftrove, yet I could 
not remember one word: it feemed far above what I 
could underftand ; it was the language of Canaan ; and 
his happy {pirit had already joined in converfe with the 
celeftial company. The laft words 1 can remember, 
were, ** My dear, I feel compofed, | feel no pain.’’ I had 
his hand in mine, and afked him if he could fleep? * Pre- 
featly, my dear, faid he, 1 will fall afleep ;” and clofed 
his eyes, I thought, to take reft in fleep—but O! it was 
never more to epen them on his diftrefied family : and 
in about one hour after, he fweetly fell afleep in the 
arms of Jefus, without a ftruggle or a groan. 

From the firit time I became acquainted with my 
dear Mr. Wells, as I have often obferved, he feemed 
4 favourite child of God: through divine wifdom he 
was often called to pafs through deep waters, but his 
ftrength was fufficient for his day. And in times of his 
greateft affliction he found the ftrongeft confolation, as 
he often faid, the Lord knows my bafe, deceitful heart, 
how much it clea¥es to earthly enjoyments—Let mé 
enjoy my God, and I defire no more. How did he at 
times bemoan his want of love, when none but God 
and myfelf were witneffes to his complaints and tears. 

From the day of our marriage until the day of his 
death, I may fay indeed we were two happy fouls made 
intimately one—-our joys, our forrows were one, and 
equally known to each other. Frequently did he fpend 
the filent hours of the night in converfing with his 
God ; and was never happy one day when he did not 
enjoy fome token of his love. 

Many have been called to part with a dear, beloved 
s hufband, but how few fuch a one as the Lord had 
, blefled me with. But the Lord gave, and the Lord” 
} hath taken away: Blefled be the name of the Lord. 


a ow. 


)- Never did he leave me when I was confined to 
es room, which often happened, unlefs for the worfhip of 
a- God or particular bufinefs; but eat,.and drank, and 


J prayed, and fang by my bed fide; fo that a month’s 
xc confinement has often proved a refrefhing feafon to my 


S 
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foul. Often, when! was under trial or teniptations, 
would he retire with me, and agonize for a bleffing 
until our fouls were happy. 

His confcience was very tender; as he often would 
fay, in obferving my fondnefs for the children, take 
care of idols: I fee it my duty to guard againft the love 
of the creature; I have been afraid we have made idols 
of one another, though I blefs God he ever united us; 
but let us ever give him the uppermoft feat in our af: 
feétions—he alone is worthy of all our hearts. 


_PHEBE WELLS. 


ee 


Note. We think it probable that fome of Mr, E, Wells’s diary 


may appear in owr Magazine at fome future time. 


ae > D> > — 


A foort Account of the Life and Death of Emmanves 


Sow Te 


BOUT two years ago Emmanuel Fowit joined 
the Methodifts. One morning, at the clafs-meet- 
ing, he was brought into chriftian-liberty, which he 
has enjoyed ever fince. He was enabled to go but once 
to the meeting afterwards. When Mr. V. talked with 
him, he received fuch anfwers from him, concerning 
the falvation of his foul, as greatly fatisfied him. ‘The 
public prayer-meetings were continued at his houfe on 
account of his illnefs. : 
On the 25th of Auguft, Mr. V. vifited him again, 
wewhen he faid, “ ‘The fear of death is taken away, and 
my foul is happy in the Lord.”-——Saturday the goth, 
the day before he died, Mr. H. vifited him: he faid 
she was happy, and that the fear of death was taken 
away. On Sunday noon his mother-in-law afked him 
how he did, he faid, ‘‘ lant happy,” and thert Jey fall 
awhile. He then fpoke to his wife, and faid, “ O Han- 
nah, what a thing is this! the keys of death and hell 
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are given to Jefus; now. I am going to a world of fpi- 
rits, to be happy with Jefus.”” The room being full of 
people he began to preach Jefus to them, and def:red 
them all to prepare to meet him in heaven. One of 
his old companions ftanding by, he cried, “* C David, 
thou muft not game; if thou doft, the devil is fure to 
haye thee.” He then defired the company to fing a 
hymn: on which his filter-in-law gave out, “ Jefu, 
lover of my foul, &c.” but they were all fo aftonifhed 
at him that they could not join with him; fo that he 
fung two verles or more by himfelf with the fame 
flrength and vigour as ufual. He cried out feveral 
times, ‘** Neighbours, fing with me; O neighbours, if 
you felt what I'feel, you would be almott ready to leap 
over the houfe ; Jefus has given me to f{pread abroad 
his goodnefs, which I will do while I have any breath ; 
I would not have you think I am deceiving myfelf, it is 
real truth. I love all the world, and would have them 
prepare for heaven, while health and ftrength lafts.” 
So he continued about two hours, when his ftrength 
failed him. After dofing a little, he faid to his wife, 
“* Be in earneft to follow me, and the Lord will cer- 
tainly provide for thee; tell Mr. V. and Mr. H. of all 
thefe things. Give thyfelf to Jefus.” Me faid to fomie 
of his neighbours who were going away, ** Stay a few 
moments—you will have to lay my bones out before 
fix o’clock.”” He then turned himfelf from them, and 
breathed out his laft. His laft words were, ** 1 am now 
going.” 


—— e.g << >>> — 


Of the Srarzzs. *%. 


IRGIL has preferved to us a wonderful fragment 

\ of the Sybillin oracles. I do not pretend that 
thefe now exiftent, and that pafs under that name, are 
genuine ; but this impofture proves that there mutt be 
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fome fimilitude betwixt the counterfeit and the true. 
What the poets called the Sybills, were nothing but 
the ancient traditions, handed down from generation 
to generation. For the word cabal (which fignifies in 
Hebrew, tradition) might have been read Sybil by fo- 
reign nations, as well as cabal. Thefe ancient, oral 
traditions were at laft collected by the Greeks or Ro. 
mans into different hymns or verfes; and as the Greek 
poets perfonified every thing, they fuppofed that thefe 
verfes were compofed by prophetéffes, or infpired vir- 
gins, called Svdit/s. ‘ 


An Account of Tromas Preexs. 


OMAS PERKS was a nailer by trade, and liv- 
; ed in the kkirts of the city of Dublin. The out- 
fide of his houfe had but a middling appearance ; but 
the infide was fo neat, and évery thing in fuch or- 
der, that it led me to take notice of it to his wife: 
on which, fhe faid, “ Yes, things are greatly altered 
fince my good man has turned'to the Lord: we now 
- enjoy comfort in foul and body, thanks be to God!” 
She then told me that her hufband had fo reduced her 
by drinking, that fhe had no clothes to cover her, nor 
a pot to boil their victuals’in, when fhe could get any; 
no, nor fo much as a bed to lie on, fave a little ftraw ! 
I then defired him to tell me how he was brought to 
God. He faid, s* My befetting fin was drunkenneis, 
which was the inlet to all vice. Once I had made a 
“promife to drink only half a pint of wine in a certain 
place. When I had drank it off, I found a very itrong 
defire for more. I hefitated a little on the confequence 
of daring to break my promifeto God. But evil defire 
prevailed, and I defperately called for another. Jutt as 
the lait drop went down, the devil pofleffed me in an 
unufval manner. 1 went home like a fiend, and accut- 
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ed my own fon (about fourteen years old!) of being 
vile with his mother. I then catched him:by the throat, 
and would have ftrangled him, only his mother refeued 
him; for which I knoeked her down, and ufed her in 
the moft- barbarous manner: 

«« When | had wearied myfelf, I went to, bed and fell 
afliep. My wife then took the opportunity to crawl in 
belide me. In the night. I was awakened by a conver- 
fation around me, which terrified me exceedingly. I 
heard one «iflindly fay, ‘Here is Beelzebub coming !’ 
I then muttered a prayer, and looking up, faw over 
me a great light, and a fmiling perfon looking down 
uponme. Pretentiy I heard aloud voice, at a diftance, 


faying, ‘ Why do you ‘not fetch him away?’ while o- 
thers faid, ‘ We cannot; for he is praying.” I then 
cried in earneft to the Lord for mercy ; on which they” 
all vanifhed. On this | turned to my poor wife, ame 
intreated her to forgive me, and got upon my kneesit 
intreat God for pardon: and in that manner continued 


till day-light. I then dreffed myfelf and went out. Bat 
my wife thought, it was only thesfumes of the liquor 
which occafioned this alteration in my behaviour; and 
that I went ovt to get more that I.might return and 
kill her: at tlie thought of which fhe was. almoit.dead 
with fear, and knew not. where to go, or fhe would 
have fled for her life. In the midft of this diftrefs I re- 
turned with a little bread, butter, fugar, and coffee; 
and defired her to get up\and make our breakfaft. 
This was éxceeding ftrange te her, and what fhe had 
not experienced for many yeafs before. She therefore 
concluded, that fomething more than common had 
happened to me. Since then the Lord has pardoned 
my fins, and I love him with all my heart, aad ferve 
him with all my ftrength.”’ 

After this he lived fome years, diligent in bufinefs, 
fervent in {pirit, ferving the Lord night and day. He 
continued to work at his bufinefs till he could earn on- 
A two-pence mg a day, which fome of eur 

iends , defired him. to.ceafe from labour, 
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and they would maintain him., This he refufed, faying, 
“ The tociety-has expenfe enough without me.” So 
he continued to work ull they. were obliged to pull 
down his beliows, and fettled a weekly allowance on 
him. But iuch was his reallove for good works, that 
- though his allowance was fmall, .he faved four-pence a 
week out of it, for two poor widows, who, for three 
years, were notable to come, down, ftairs. When he 
firft offered this to them, they, knowing his cafe, re- 
fufed it; but he infifted on their taking it.. So laying 
it down, he went his way, faying, “ You have more 
need of help than I: for Ihave my feet to walk on; 
but you are the Lord’s prifoners.”’ 


> 


An Account of the Man whofe Hands and Legs retied of, | 
inthe Parife of Kings-Swinford, in Staffordfbire. By 
James Ulingworth, B. D. who was an eye and ear- 
aoitnefs of moft-of the material Paffages in it. 


“PyICHARD DUNCALF, of Codfal, in the coun- 
ty of Stafford, dying many years fince, left be- 

hind him mazy children; one of whom, Fobn Duancalf, 

bound himfelf apprentice to Thomas Gibbons,..of , Kings- 

Swinford, wheelwright. When he had ferved. near 

“three years, he and his fellow apprentice ftealing from 
their mafter a confiderable quantity of iron, delivered 
it to a third perfon, who promifed to conceal, : but 
being all. brought before Lord Ward, of Dudley-Ca/lle, 

they confefled the whole. Qn their confefion they 

were fent to the houfe of correGtion, about October 

14, 1675. But the other apprentice being dangeroufly 

fick, and Sohn Duncalf pretending to be fick alfo, they 

two were fet at liberty the week following. After this, 

‘Yohn Duncalf refuled to come again to his former. tei 

vice, faying,“* I will never fet my Fenn in Kings- 


. Swinford whilit I live: and om engaging, to pay bis 
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maftér forty fhillings, his mafter gave him his releafe. 
By this means,‘ being at more liberty than formerly, he 
gave himfelf up to licentious courfes. To fupply his 
crowing neceffities, which idlenefs and intemperance 
brought upon him, he ftole many things; but chiefly 
bibles, becaufe they would fooneft be bought by others. 
About January the 6th, 1677, coming to the houfe 
of Humphrey Babb, who lived at Grange-mill, about 
three miles from Wobr rbampton, he begged meat and 
drink of Humphrey Babb’s wite. The woman compai- 
fionating his condition, gave him freely fuch as fhe had; 
but whilft the ftooped to draw him fome drink, he ftole 
her bible. This he fold for’three fhillings to a maid of 
Yohn Downing, who lived near the Heath-Forge, not far 
from the place where he ftole it: by which means 
Humphrey Babd’s wite hearing of her bible, demande 
it of the maid who bought it; and on making b 
fome allowance towards what fhe paid for it, recet 
it again, long before either of them faw him, or heard 
what was become of him. But this being noifed in the 
country, one Henry Evans told his father, Thomas 
Evans, what Fobn “Duncalf had done. When Yokn 
Duncalf heard of it, he was gery angry, and gave out 
threatening words againft thé ‘young man; but they 
charging him home with it, he not only denied it, but 
with dorrid curfes, wifbed bis hands might rot off, if it 
were true. 
~ © After Thad curfed myfelf about the bible (faid he 
to me) I wrought with a joiner at Dudley ; but a that 
time I had a fear and trembling upon me, which fre. 
quently troubled me, and made me have no great mind 
to work; and feeling myfelf weak and faint, and fear- 
ing an ague: or fever, » I went towards my own acquaint- 
ance ; but in the way, finding Iwas unable to go any 
further, I laid myfetf down in a barn belonging to Sir 
Walter Wrotefley, and there continued two, days ~ 
two nights.” Being found, he was kept at the cha 
of the parifh of Tettenbal? , until the next month “ 
meeting of the juftices of the peace, who finding Kings- 
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Swinford to have been the laft place of his fettlernent, 
made an order that he fhould be carried thither, aud 
maintained by that parifh. ‘There he was received 
March 28th, and ‘ohn Bennet appointed.to take care 
of him; firft in a barn belonging to the Three Crowns 
(an inn ftanding on the road between IVolverhampton 
and Kidderminjter) and after a fortsight he was. reé 
moved to the houfe of the laid John Bennet, in Wall. 
Heath fide. 

His fleth at firft began to rife in great lumps at his 
wriits and knees; and after. a little time to break and 
tun: and fhortly after to fhrink from the bones at thofe 
_ Places 5 ; at which time white putrid matter came out 
* and ran abundantly, caufing exquifite pain. And fo 
offenfive was the fmell for feveral weeks together, that 
hofe who came to vifit him, who were not only many 
mndreds, but many thoufands, were not able to abide 
Wthe room with him, nor to ftand near, even without 


Bei deor, ex¢ept they had herbs or other things. te 
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+ { Zo be concluded in our next. | 


a ES 


A remarkable Inftance of Divine Providence. 


N the year 1691, a gentleman who lived near Aber- 
deen, came to town on purpofe to afk advice of fome 
of the minifters. .He told them he had an impreffion 


 atked him, “ For what reafon?’’ But he. could tell 
“one: on which they advifed him to ftay at home. 
* ~ Some time after he came again, and informed them, 
' Either I mult go to Rotterdam, or die; for this im- 
| preflion follows me day and night, fo that I can neither 
» * eat, nor drink, nor fleep.”” They then advifed him to 
go. Accordingly he embarked and came to Rotterdam. 
As he was landing, his foot flipped and he fell into the 
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“continually following him, to go.to Rotterdam. They ~ 
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fea. A gentleman who was walking on the quay, 
leaped in and caught hold of him, ‘brought him 
out, and conducted him to an inn.’ He then procured 
oe dry linen for him, and-a warm bed, in which he 
found for feveral hours. When he awoke, he 
found the gentleman fitting by his bed-fide; whd tak- 
ing it for granted he would be hungry; had befpoke a 
dinner, which, to his great fatisfaction, was immedi- 
ately ferved up: The Scotch gentleman defited the 
other to afk a blefling, which he did im fuch a manner 
as quite furprifed him. But he-wasftill’more furprifed, 
both at the fpirit and language in ‘which he returned 
thanks ; and afked him, SH are hot you a minifter ?”” 
He anfwered, “I am: but I was fometime fince ba- 
nifhed from Scotland.” The other replied, “ Sir, L 
obferyed, though you behaved quite decently, 
feemed to be extremely hungry. Pray permit me 
alk, How long is it fince you took any food ?” 
fhid, ‘ Fight and forty hours #* on which the’ § 
ftarted up afd faid, “ Now I Know why God fent me | 
to Rotterdam. You fhall want for nothing any more : > a 
Ihave enough for us both.” Shortly after the revolt Ye 
tion enfued: and he was re-inftated in his living. 2 
Old Mr. Oxylvie of Aberdeen, who told me the flory, 
knew both, the gentleman and the minifter. 
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Letters. } 
or 
LETTER XXV. id 

on 
[Extraé of a Letter fiom Mr. Caleb Peddicord to Milfs M. P. 4 


Virginia, January re 4 2 


. - Mifs Patty, s all. 
OUR friendly letter, -2 a days paft, came fajed 
to hand: I have read it again and-agaio, and 


was fo happy as to catch the wi = a in which it 
a 
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was wrote. It affords matter of real joy, even fo hear 
from my dear friends ; but to receive a letter contain. 
ing an account of their fpiritual welfare, is caufe of 
more abundant confolation.—-You are pleafed to thank 
me for my former letter, and alfo exprefs your appro- 
bation of the thoughts hinted in favour of early piety. 
I am more than ever perfuaded of the propriety of 
them, though I feel myfelf very infafficient to give in- 
ftrnction to thofe who are furrounded with every he 
ful and favourable circumftance.——I take knowledge 
from your letter, that you entertain low thoughts of 
yourfelf. Our fouls profper the moft under the fhade 
of the crofs; and it is well to go down the neceffary 
fteps into the valley of humiliation. When praying as 
in the duft, our devotion is in charatter ; but im the 
ean time ‘let us remember, help is laid upon one who 
mighty. Look unto me, is his language :—He bleffes 
e broken in heart, and comforts the contrite fpirit— 
2 is the ftrength of the weak ; the overflowing foun- 
tain of all goodnefs; who delights in adminiftering 
fuitable comfort according to our various cafes.—Let 
faith (which is as the eye of the foul) momently be- 
ld a reconciled God; ever remembering, that in 
{triving to believe and in the exercife of faith, it is ob- 
tained and increafed: ‘The fecret, inward, ‘powerful 
effects of living faith are almoft a myftery to atofe who 
feel them. Salvation by faith is what the feripture 
itrongly recommends. It is true, God is the author, 
Chri the objet, and the heart the fubject: but, not- 
Aithftanding this, it has pleafed our great Author to 
~ \-ftow this. precious gift in proportion to our willing- 
rs) a fs to receive and improve it. Love alfo is the glori- 
*M\ fring of all outward and inward holinefs. Happy 
56.1; when we feel this holy, heavenly, active prinel- 
\perating, and {weetly attracting our*willing hearts 
PTC all the graces and virtues of living religion. Hope, 
“4 blooming hope, which conftantly eyes the future, 
promifed inheritance! Oh Patty! let thefe three graces 
be in lively cxercifigs Indeed | am at a lofs: to déferthe 
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the many bleffings that flow from a conviction of our 
being interefted in the favour of the Lord. Thofe 
comforts and graces do not naturally belong to man ; 
it is fruit that grows not upon nature’s tree. It follows, 
that in order to abound in them, we mutt eye Ais will, 
who is the author and giver of them; which, no doubt, 
calls for the mighty exertions of all our ranfomed pow- 
ers, carefully walking in, and conftantly looking 
through, all the means of divine inftitution. So fhall 
we fail as upon broad waters, and our feet ftand in a 
wealthy place. 

I continue a fon of affliction, but ftill fill up my ap- 
pointments. Remember me affectionately to your 
grand-mamma, who behaved to me as a mother, filter, 
chriftian, and friend. 

The blefled God blefs you, and keep you bloomia 
for a blifsful immortality. ) 

Yours, &c. 


CALEB B. PEDDICORD. 
LETTER XXVI. 


{From Mr. Richard Boardman, to the Rev. J. Wefley.) 


New-York, Nov. 4. 1769. 
Rey. Sir, 


FTER a nine weeks’ voyage of great difficulties 

we fafely arrived at Philadelphia. Several fai 
there had not, in the memory of the oldeft man on 
the coritinent, been fuch hard gales of wind, as thofe 
for a few months paft. Many veflels have been loft; 
while others got in with lofs of mafts, and much das 
mage to their cargoes. We obferved fhipwrecks all 
along:the coaft of the Delaware. I never vnaaniheed 
David's words as { now do. “ They. that: go down to 
the fea in fhips, that do bufinefs in great waters, thefe 
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fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the 
deep.” In calm, ferene weather, I found much exer- 
cife of mind, {trong temptations, and great dejection. 
In rough, ftormy weather, particularly when it appear- 
ed morally impoflible the veflel fhould live long, amidit 
conflicting elements, I found myfelf exceedingly happy, 
and refted fatisfied that death would be gain. I do not 
remember to have had one doubt of being eternally 
faved, fhould the mighty waters fwallow us up. This 
was the Lord’s doing! O may it ever be marvellous 
in my eyes! 
~ When I came to Philadelphia I founda little fociety, 
and preached to a great number of people. I left bro- 
ther Pilmoor there, and fet out for New-York. Com- 
ing toa large town on my way, and feeing a barrac, 
afked a foldier if there were any Methodifts belonging 
to it? **O yes, faid he, we are all Methodifts: that is, 
we fhould all be glad to hear a Methodift preach.” 
Well, faid I, tell them in the barrac that a Methodift 
reacher, juft come from England, intends to preach 
fore to-night :’” he did fo; and the inn was foon fur- 
rounded with foldiers. I afked, “* Where do you think 
I can get a place to preach in?” (it being then dark.) 
One of them faid, “1 will go and fee if 1 can get the 
Prefbyterian meeting-houfe.’’ He did fo; and foon 
returned to tell me he had prevailed, and that the bell 
was jut going to ring to let all the town know. A 
great company foon got together, and feemed much 
affected. 

The next day I came to New-York. Our houfe con- 
tains about feventeen hundred hearers. About a third 
part of thofe who attend the preaching get in; the 
reft are glad to hear without. There appears fuch a 
willingnefs in the Americans to hear the word, as I 
never faw before. They have no preaching in fome 
parts of the back fettlements. I doubt not but an ef- 
fe€tual door will be opened among them. O may he 
now give his Sen the heathen for’his inheritance ! 
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. The number of blacks that attend the preaching, af- 
feéts me much, One of them came to tell me fhe could 
neither eat nor fleep, becaufe her mafter would not fuffer 
her to come to hear the word. She wept exceedingly, 
faying, **1 told my mafter I would do more work than 
ever I ufed to do, if he would but let me come; nay, 
that I would do every thing in my power to be a good 
fervant.”’ ' 

I find a great want of every gift and grace, for the 
great work before me. I fhould be glad of your advice. 
But, dear fir, what fhall I fay to almoft every body I 
jee; they afk, ** Does Mr. Wefley think he fhall ever 
come over to fee us?’ 

Lam, dear Sir, your affectionate Son and Servant, 


R. BOARDMAN: 


LETTER XXVII. 
{From Mr, J. Morgan, to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 


Briftol, May 9, 177%. 
Rev. Sir, 


Have juft received your favour, and fincerely thank 
@ you. It is true! | am indeed too high; too warm; 
too impatient of contradiction : too unlike my 
Lord! But I praife him that I have borne, and have 
been patient, and hitherto have not fainted, feeble as 
1 am in a// refpects. 

My {tate of health is, and has been fuch, for above 
feven years laft paft, as utterly to difqualify me for a@- 
ing as thofe in better health can.. It odliges me to what 
others deem a flate of indulgence and irregularity, 
with reference to a certain economy ; which they may 
-alfo account ‘* Statelinefs :”? and there may be fome- 





thing in complexion, attitude, and manner, to give 
countenance to the opinion: to fay nothing of the re- 


ferve (partly complexional) and feeming indifferency, 
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which conftitutional languor and habitual difeafe al- 
moft unavoidably occafion. Yet if thofe perfons knew 
the inconveniences of my fituation, in many inftances, 
and the daily martyrdom, occafioned by acute and ha- 
bitual difeafe, they would be far from envying me, and 
turn their cenfure into chtiftian tendernels. God only 
is witnefs to what I have endured for years paft ; and 
of the fpirit with which he has hitherto enabled me to 
bear it. But I dare not hoaft ; nor do I attempt a juf 
tification. But fo much I may fay, I am ready to give 
every brother, all pofiible fatisfattion. Yet it fuflices 
feelingly to fay, “‘ Lord, thou knoweft.” | 

I fhall have eternal reafon of gratitude for whatever 
means he is pleafed to make ufe of, for the cure of my 
{piritual ficknefs. In this view nothing can appear for- 
midable, But if 1 may judge of the future by the pail, 
I have ftrong demonttrations, that whatever cure my 
ficknefs needs, it can never be effected by any of the 
varying {cenes of this poor world, If fickoee or for- 
rows—if malice and envy—if flander and contempt 
could have done any thing, you, dear fir, would not 
behold me, at this time of day, in the light you do: 
though I humbly hope I have paffed through no fire, 
without lofing fome drofs. In truth, I have little to 
hope or fear in this world; nor can be greatly. elated 
or dejected at ought it can “ threaten or indulge.” 
And I have been fo long innured to the furnace, that 
really a thoufand things do nof move me. 

Thon alone, O eternal Spirit, canft make an entire 
conqueft of a finful heart; and fubdue a foul, pur- 
chafed by the blood of an incarnate God, to be wholly 
his! To thee I figh in feeret places. Before thee I of- 
ten weep, afhamed and breken; while men pronounce 
‘thy fuppliant proud and haughty. But: fuch is 
adorable will! And by this means alfo, thou teach 
me to die! 


Tam, Rev. Sir, yours, &c. 


«J. MORGAN. 
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To the Memory of a Lady, who was loft at Sea, in the 


Tear 1780. 


AIR fprings the gale, where yonder veffet rides, eer 
Her fails, unfurl’d, are fluttering feen from far. fan 
The young Alonzo feales her lofty fides, : 1 
To join his comrades in the field of war. 


> 


The fair Maria led by conftant love, | 
The faithful partner of her hufband’s care, 
With him refolves the treach’rous fea toyprove, 
With him all dangers and all toils to fhare. 


Unus’d to ftruggle through a world of ftrife, 
A parent’s hand had ev’ry with fupply’d ; 

But eight fhort months by Hymen crown’d a wife, 
To woes a ftranger—in diftrefs untry’d. 


Her feeling heart, alas! did forely grieve, 
Her laft adieu was choak’d with many a tear ; 
But love and duty call the wife muft leave 
A tender mother, and.a fifter dear. 





The fleet unmoor’d before a profp’rous wind, 
A fteady courfe with flowing canvas bore : 
Maria’s heart, exulting, hopes to find 
A {peedy paflage to the deftin’d fhore. 


Short fighted mortals, catch the prefent joy, 
"Tis all that heav’n permits you here to know ; 
Seon fhall mifchance your brighteft hopes deftroy, 
Nor truth nor innocence avert the blow. 


The tempeft howls! the threat’ning billows rife! 
The veffel drives before the whiftling ftorm ; 

Now to the deep defcends! now mounts the tkies ! 
And fear and fadnefs ev’ry face deform ! 





POETRY. 


” The bending matt is fhattered by the wind, 
The. helm no more a mafter’s hand will own, 
Her conforts leave her floating far behind, 


. Dad by the waves, forfaken and alone. 


For twelve long days the leaky wreck was tofs’d, 
Each hand and heart opprefs’d with toil and grief, 

No refuge near—all hopes of fafety loft, ! 
When, lo! a fail, the pledge of fure relief. 


Their fainting fpirits are reftor'd to life ; 
For, fee! the veflel now approaches hear : 

Alonzo flies on board—Ah, fave my wife ! 
And let her find a friendly refuge here. 


The boat difpatch’d, receives the precious freight, 
Fickle dependunce on the ftormiy fea: 
Angels of mercy round the fair one wait, 
' So did her fate require, and heav’n decree. 


The helplefs victim lifts her hands in vain, 
The little bark in vain attempts to brave 

The dreadful tumult of the raging main, 
And loft Maria floats upon the wave. 


The frantic hufband faw the cruel tide 

O’erwhelm, at length, his dear, his haplefs mate: 
And faithfal * Richard perith’d by her fide, 

His death embittered by his miftrefs’ fate. 


The ways of God with clouds are overcaft, 
By “ring mortals feldom underftood, 

Yet“ruth and wifdom fhall break out at laft, 
And all will terminate in endlefs good. 


*® Richard was a Negro flave. 





